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READERS & RECIPIENTS

Judah

“Zephaniah announces God’s wrath against the
nations as a warning for Judah, whom he calls to
repent.”

LSB 1511

Major OT Themes found in this Book:

. Israel (we) are supposed to be God’s Obedient Servants
. Israel (we) are Sinful

. God is Angry with His People for Rejecting Him

. God Forgives and Blesses those who Follow Him

. Israel (we) are God’s Chosen Examples

. God Speaks through His Prophets

. God is Always with His People

10. God is Just and Merciful

11. God Keeps His Promises
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STORYLINE

1:1 through 3:8--The Judgment in the Day of the Lord
3:9 through 3:20--The Salvation in the Day of the Lord

Judgment is bad; salvation is good




THEOLOGICAL
CONTRIBUTION

“The judgment of the Lord portrayed by the prophet
Zephaniah springs from His nature as a God of
holiness. Because God demands holiness and

righteousness in His people, He will judge those who

continue to sin and rebel (1:17). But the Lord also is
merciful and faithful to His promise.”

CSB 188
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SECULAR
CONTRIBUTION
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3: 14-15--Zephaniah’s vision of heaven:

14: Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The Lord
has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil. ESV
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REQUIRED READING
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Judgment, Conversion, eventually Joy, eventually
Restoration
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WHEN TO TURN HERE
What is Law and Gospel?
Why does God have to follow through with His
promises that bad things have to happen to those
who don’t follow Him?
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LUTHER SAYS:

Zephaniah lived at the time of Jeremiah, and writes
about the same things, including the coming
destruction of Jerusalem and Judah.

“He says simply that God will bring misfortune and
affliction upon the people so that they may be moved
to repentance.” LSB 1511




MR. MARTIN SAYS:

“The Day of the Lord” means what?
The End of the World--

Judgment to the unrepentant,
Salvation to His people.

The Day we see heaven or hell.
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LIFE LESSONS FROM
ZEPHANIAH

The Day of the Lord approaches (TIBSBS 223). What
does God expect you to be doing with your life while
you wait? Are you supposed to be sitting around
waiting for Jesus?
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ACTIVITIES
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